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"You're a good person who's scared to
make connections, who's been in one too
many bad situations in life." As he dipped
his head, his eyes widened with sincerity.
"You haven't heard that enough, have you?
That you're every bit as good as you say I
am." 

"Look." She licked her lips, stared at the
buttons on his shirt. "You're not saying all
this or...doing all this because..." 

William waited as she strung the words
together, pushed them out.

Her pulse wasn't right. It just wasn't.
"...because you have some kind of feelings
for me. Are you?" 

He didn't answer right away. Then, almost
down to a whisper, he said, "You know
what I wish?"

She began to shake her head then stopped.
She did want to know.

"I wish you could've lived here," William
said, "instead of wherever it was you come
from. I wish you'd have run here...
whoever it is you ran from." 

She closed her eyes. God. Who says things like
that? 

"I was horrible to you," Desiree said. 
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Desiree will change her address, her
name, her hair—anything—to leave her
past behind. Fate brings her to sweet and
sexy barkeep William and the small town
he calls home where she isn't alone in
the crosshairs anymore.
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