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"No kiss this time?" Harmony asked,
testing him. Her chin was high. 

"That's right." He spoke quietly enough
that it didn't carry into the lobby when he
said, "You want to know something I'm
afraid of?"

"What've you got, superhero?" 

"That whatever's happened between us
tonight wiped out everything that came
before it. Is that what you want?" he asked. 

"Are you kidding me?" For the first time,
he saw the nerves behind her brave front.
Her chin quavered even as she jabbed him
with her finger. "Why do you think I didn't
say anything before? You think I want to
lose my best friend?" 

He didn't reply. 

She lifted her shoulders in a helpless
shrug. "But I guess...at the end of the
day...I'm not half as noble as you are." 

Kyle swung the door open. "Inside." 
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A promise is a promise.. .even if
Harmony Savitt, the off-limits single
mother Chief Petty Officer Kyle Bracken
is sworn to protect, brings him to his
knees.. .
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